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INTER-ARAB AFFAIRS 


ARAB EXPECTATIONS OF NEW FRENCH PRESIDENT DISCUSSED 
Paris AL-MUSTAQBAL in Arabic 23 May 81 pp 30-31 
[Article by Fu'ad Matar: "Arabs and Francois Mitterand's Republic"] 


[Text] It may be said that the Arabs, both rulers and peoples, have followed 
the French presidential elections with extreme interest and as if some aspects 
of these elections were an Arab issue. Are they so? 


The following observations may, in their entirety, constitute an answer which 
may clarify some features. These are the observations: 


First, a large number of Arab kings and presidents have been surprised with 
Valery Giscard d'Estaing's loss and Mitterand's victory because they had not 
taken some axiomatic facts into consideration. These include the fact that the 
French citizen has a temperament different from that o:' the Arab citizen; he 
cannot withstand having one person rule him for 14 successive years and the 
freedom available to him, and not to the Arab, makes hin express his rejection 
of anyone who fails to take this axiomatic fact into consideration. 


Second, it is surprising that the Arab kings and presidents had not opened 
channels of communication with Mitterand's France earlier even though the 

man has not secretly engaged in political action and even though he has been a 
permanent candidate for the presidency. The secret behind the failure to open 
such channels may lie in the fact that the political position taken by General 

de Gaulle after the Arab-Israeli war of 5 June 1967 is the position that the 
Arabs want France constantly to adopt and whoever aspires to the French presidency 
is required [by the Arabs] to follow this position. 


But Mitterand is not the candidate of circumstances or of chance. He is a man 
with political ideas which, most of the Arab rulers know, are somewhat in conflict 
with the position with which they feel reassured. These rulers also know that 
Mitterand's chances of success were not so minute as to make them indifferent to 
opening channels of communication with hin. 


Until the few hours preceding election day, most of the Arab kings and presidents 
seemed extremely assured that the result [of the election] would be to their 
satisfaction. Perhaps it is even reasonable to say that most of them were only 
waiting for Valery Giscard d'Estain to be announced the winner. This was also 














the condition of most of them during the U.S. presidential election campaign a 
few months ago. 


Third, the failure of the Arabs to open communication channels with Mitterand 
several years or at least months ago doesn't necessarily mean that the Sixth 
Republic wili have unfriendly relations with the Arab world. But Mitterand's 
previous positions, positions that have been relatively sharply opposed to Arab 
causes, make an unfriendly state of relations likely if Mitterand the president 
does not reconsider some of the positions of Mitterand the candidate, and if he 
fails to take into consideration the fact that the Arab world has a fundamental 
role, now and for years [to come], in France's ability to play an independent 
and strong role at the same time. 


Will Francois Mitterand the president reconsider the positions of Francois 
Mitterand the candidate? 


It is wrong to assume that the reconsideration we mean constitutes a dilemma to 
President Mitterand because his Republic will last 7 years, barring a surprise 
similar to the misfortune that happened to Reagan [shooting incident]. Though the 
7 years of President Valery Giscard d'Estaing's presidency abounded with stumbles, 
thus precluding the possibility of a renewed 7-year term, the 7 years of the sixth 
republic will abound with numerous transformations which will make it impossible 
to renew President Mitterand'’s term or even to renew the experiment of leftist 
rule. 


This means that President Mitterand is not the captive of complications and he 
has ahead of him a broad sphere to work with, a flexibility that minimizes the 
perils for him. This is why his previous positions and numerous promises to 
Israel, positions and promises that are mostly at the expense of the Arabs and 
against their hopes and aspirations, require deep reconsideration. 


But what may preclude such reconsideration is the fact that these positions and 
promises are bound to clear-cut convictions and ideology. This is wheré ixe 
danger lies, especially if President Mitterand rules within the framework of these 
convictions and this ideology. 


Fourth, the formula of the French role, whose foundations were laid down by 
General de Gaulle and which became well developed in the last 5 years of 
President Giscard d'Estaing's term, is the formula in which the capable 

Arab countries, or some of them, have found solutions to numerous problems 

and dilemmas and in which France has found a solution for the economic prosperity 
to which it aspires and which prevents bankruptcy, unemployment and a decline in 
the military and civilian production. These Arab countries hope that President 
Mitterand will continue to work within this formula, thus responding to the 
weapon demands of some of these countries and sparing them the need to turn to 
the Soviet Union for weapons or to completely capitulate to the U.S. will. They 
also hope that he will respond to the demand for technological know-how and for 
the requirements of their development plans--requirements which are asked for 
only when those needing them secure their weapon demands. 

















This response has been beneficial to France, enabling it to further develop its war 
and civilian industries, keeping the franc strong up to the moment when the public 
opinion polls began to turn in Mitterand's favor. The franc has since been shaken 
in a manner unprecedented before Mitterand's assumption of power. 


Though the cables of congratulation sent by the Arab kings and presidents to 
President Mitterand have not stated clearly what they want from him, most of these 
kings and presidents are worried that President Mitterand will embark on steps in 
keeping with his convictions and his ideology and with the promises that he has 
made to Israel. 


It may be said that the Arab ambassadors in Paris had never been as active as they 
have been since Mitterand's victory and Giscard d'Estaing's fall. These ambassa- 
dors have exerted much effort and have tried hard to deduct correctly the line 
that President Francois Mitterand will follow. What is more, some of these 
ambassadors have informed him in one way or another (and this information is 
attributed to well-informed sources in Paris) about some of the [Arab] wishes 

and hopes on the basis that the issue is extremely important to some kings and 
presidents. 


It is worth noting here that President Saddam Hussein, the Arab leader who has 
been the target of the strongest attacks of Francois Mitterand the candidate, has 
deliberately overlooked the protocol side in his cable of congratulations to 
Francois Mitterand on his presidential victory, and has conveyed to Mitterand two 
fundamental points: The first stresses "Iraq's wish to continue and to develop 
the relations of friendship and cooperation with France," and emphasizes that 
these relations "have very definitely served in the preceding years the essential 
and legitimate interests of the Iraqi and French peoples." The second point is 
embodied in President Saddam Hussein's statement in his cable of congratulations 
that "we are eager to develop the relations of understanding and cooperation 
between the Arab nation and France in a manner that serves their common interests, 
that contributes to eliminating the aggression and the tension in our Arab area, 
that helps the Arab Palestinian people regain their legitimate rights which have 
been acknowledged and supported by the international community which believes 
in freedom and justice and that contributes seriously to achieving peace and 
stability in the world." 


Fifth, President Giscard d'Estaing has not given [the Arabs] the maximum that 
France can give but has given to a reasonalbe limit in return for which the Arabs 
have not been reluctant to give France the maximum. 


For the situation to continue as it has been, President Francois Mitterand must 
not implement the ideas and pledges of Francois Mitterand the candidate. 


As an initial step, the Arabs look forward to statements from President Mitterand 
to dispel some of the concern, or rather some of the apprehensions generated 

by Mi-terand the candidate--statements coming in reply to the Arab cables of 
congratulations, most of which have contained indications that there are 

numerous Arab apprehensions. 











Will President Mitterand do so or will he not be able to overlook the fact that 
most of the Arabs wished, up to the moment of his winning the presidency, that he 
would not win? Will he, therefore, feel that he must treat them in a reciprocal 
manner that will not reassure them? 


If Mitterand embarks on the first step we have referred to [make statements 
reassuring the Arabs], he will not only reassure most of the Arab rulers and 
peoples regarding France's continued compliance with its positions vis-a-vis the 
Arabs--positions that are minimai--but he will also foil the hopes of certain 
international parties, such as West Germany which aspires to form, along with 
Britain, the Western alternative for the Arabs, such as the United States which 
hopes that the eruption of a sharp conflict in the Arab-French relations unde 
Mitterand's presidency will make the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia cling to the U.S. 
weapons and U.S. technology and not attach big hopes to the French alternative; 
and such as the Soviet Union which has lost heavily throughout the number of years 
since France came to constitute the altecnative at the armament level-~an 
alternative which has seemed important and constantly liable to rapid development. 


There remains a fact--namely that until the latest elections it wasn't evident 
that the French situation constituted an issue or a semi-issue for most of the 
Arabs, both rulers and peoples. Perhaps President Francois Mitterand will take 
this into consideration and will strengthen the relationship instead of 
contributing to the creation of conditions of disengagement which well result in 
the Arabs losing a little and France a lot. 


8494 
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AFGHANISTAN 


SOVIET OCCUPATION OF KANDAiAR SEEN AS WARNING TO PAKISTAN 
London AL~HAWADITH in Arabic No 1280, 15 May 81 p 35 


[Article by Huda al-Husayni: "The Mujahidin Are Waiting for Arms...but the Arms 
Roads Are Blocked. Pakistan Signed the American Assistance Agreement, and Then the 
Soviets Devastated Afghan Kandahar"] 


[Text] The 27th of last month was the anniversary of the communist coup which took 
place in Afghanistan in 1977 and which led to the killing of President Muhammad 
Da'ud and members of his family and to Muhammad Nur Taraki's taking power with the 
support of the Soviets. Afghanistan gives this coup the title: "The Great Sawr 
Revolution” [Sawr is the name of the month corresponding to April]. 


The Soviets began their celebration of this anniversary in their own special way 
and before the date of its occurrence.......And, in the middle of last month, there 
was an increase in Western reports to the effect that the Afghan mujahidin con- 
trolled the majority of the 29 provinces and that they also gained complete control 
over the provinces of Kandahar and Herat, in whichthe second and third largest 
Afghan cities are located. 


At the time when the West's applause of the rumors increased--it often wished for 
their existence, while Western correspondents continue to say that the narcotics 
of Afghanistan have spread in the Soviet army and that the Russian situation in 
Afghanistan is on the verge of strangulation; and while the voices of mujahidin 
officials exclaim that the weapons have run out and that no one is guaranteeing to 
them the arms which they need, especially anti-armor and anti-aircraft missiles.... 
at the same time, the leaders of the Kremlin were adding to the 85,000 soldiers in 
Afghanistan 5,000 other soldiers whose mission was to make rapid raids. 


On the 22nd of last month, two things happened. The first was in Peshawar, Paki- 
stan, where the formation of the Islamic Alliance for the Liberation of Afghanistan 
from 4 groups was announced anew. The 4 groups are: the National Liberation Front 
(Sayyid Gailani), the Afghanistan Liberation Front (Sibghatullah Mujaddidi), the 
Islamic Revolution Movement (Muhammadi), and the Hizb-i Islami Movement (Yunus 
Khalis). The fundamental task of the alliance is the formation of a committee to 
ensure arms for the mujahidin. The second was in Kandahar, Afghanistan near the 
Pakistani border where, while the alliance was announcing its second birth, Soviet 
forces were emerging from their military bases located near the airport, at a 
distance of 10 miles from the city, to undertake a comprehensive sweep operation 











in which they would stress to the West that supremacy in Afghanistan belongs to 
the Soviets and not to the mujahidin. 


During the attack on Kandahar, Soviet military helicopters were also undertiking 
operations in the fields around Kandahar, shooting at the villagers, causing them 
to flee, and spreading terror among them; and they were thereby accomplishing 
their mission, alleviating the possibility of the exertion of any pressure on the 
infantry division which was trying to gain control over the province. 


The flight began, and then, 4 days after the attack, Habibullah Garzay, the offi- 
cial of the Islamic Front for National Unity, arrived at Quetta, the capital of 
Afghan Baluchistan. He described the battle as follows: "Fighting is taking 
place in Kandahar, even within the walls of the old city." 


The leaders of the Kremlin were looking forward with delight to the completion of 
the operation to gain control over Kandahar because it would place them very close 
to Pakistan which was, on that day, receiving its foreign minister Agha Shahi who 
was returning from the United States with agreements: one guaranteeing financial 
support, and another, military support for a period of 5 years as a reward to 
Pakistan which, in the words of American Secretary of State Gen. Alexander Haig, 
"stood up against the confrontation of the Soviets." 


Therefore, some military observers say that the Kandahar operation was no more 
than a warning which the Soviets directed at Pakistan. 


A Pakistani source says that Agha Shahi rejected, or rather, avoided obligating 
[Pakistan] [to carry out] America's wishes regarding assistance to the Afghan 
mujahidin, especially with regard to announcing officially the guaranteeing of 
assistance to them over the Pakistani borders, because the infiltration of arms 
over the borders of Pakistan to the mujahidin would arouse Pakistani fears of a 
Soviet reaction. Then, American strategists themselves were asking to what extent 
Moscow would accept the policy of fait accompli. Washington was anxious that Mos- 
cow would try to get closer to the Pakistani border. 


Now, after the gaining of total control over Kandahar [by the Soviets], American 
observers are expecting the beginning of Soviet military operations against Paki- 
stan on the pretext of striking at Afghan mujahidin bases inside of it. 


Agha Shahi was wary of the Soviet approach. Therrore, the Government of Pakistan 
refused permission to the Afghan mujahidin to announce a government in exile in 
Peshawar; and during the American-Pakistani talks, the Pakistani refusal with re- 
gard to arms passing over to the mujahidin in an official manner was categorical 
as long as the United States did not offer to Pakistan all guarantees that they 
(the U.S.] would guarantee its security. 


Thus, after the signing of the contracts and agreements with Pakistan, the Reagan 
administration, in order not to arouse the anger of the Soviets, the U.S. president 
himself announced the lifting of the embargo on the sale of American wheat to the 
Soviet Union; and France followed him. However, as it seems, the Soviets were ex- 
pecting this operation, not for the sake of saving Pakistan, but as the TASS news 
agency mentioned, for the sake of the American farmers themselves. 




















Hence, there emerges the remark that the solution of the Afghan problem depends in 
part on the international situation and in part on talks between the East and the 
West. However, it does not at all depend on the "struggle" of the mujahidin or on 
the wishes of the Western press. 


Regarding Pakistan, this warning, the occupation of Kandahar, will not be followed 
by another military warning inside Pakistan, as one military analyst says, because 
the Soviets will continue to practice the policy of encouraging the emigration of 
civilians in order to engulf Pakistan with Afghan refugees; and then, it will be 
compelled to sit at the same table with Afghan President Babrak Karmal and Soviet 
officials to discuss a political solution to this problem. 


The military analyst adds that what contributes to the pressure on Pakistan is the 
claim by India that the American arming of Pakistan constitutes a danger to it; 
and so, it will, in the end, rush to throw itself into the arms of the Soviets. 
Consequently, Pakistan will be surrounded by Soviet pincers which will not hesi- 
tate to take the next step, to surround Pakistani Baluchistan and to swallow it 
up, especially since the Americans would Continue to repeat that the concerns of 
the Reagan administration are primarily about the removal of the danger of Soviet 
communist expansion so that it does not get close to the oil wells. 


In any case, after 18 months of the occupation of Afghanistan, the clamor of the 
world, especially the Western world, which is demanding Soviet withdrawal from 
Afghanistan, has lessened considerably. 


Some sources finally think that it is farfetched that this withdrawal will take 
Place because it is tied to numerous factors, among them, the religious expansion- 
ism which Khomeyni was brandishing when the Soviets reacted to it with the occupa- 
tion of Afghanistan and with many economic resources. 


One Western economist says that the Russian connection with the Afghans is very 
old and goes back to 1952 when the Soviets began to offer financial and military 
aid to Afghan governments. Some of this assistance provided for special studies 
for the exploration and exploitation of natural resources. Soviet geologists 
found huge quantities of natural gas in wells located in the North of Afghanistan. 
Likewise, they found large quantities of iron ore located north of the city of 
Kabul. 


In 1968, the Soviets completed the construction of a pipeline linking the natural 
gas wells in the North of Afghanistan and Soviet territory. Also, huge quantities 
of bituminous coal were extracted, and up to 1978, the quantity of Afghan bitumin- 
ous coal which was sent to the Soviet Union reached 200,000 tons per year. The 
average amount of Afghan natural gas imported by the Soviet Union has reached 3 
billion square meters per year. For every 1,000 square meters, the Soviets pay 37 
dollars (the world price is 160 dollars). Therefore the economist asks at the end 
of his discussion what will induce the Soviets to withdraw from Afghanistan? 
Observers say that the next step which will be taken by the Soviet army is a sweep 
operation of the province of Herat on the Iranian border, leaving its main force 
in Kandahar. It will constitute a continuous warning to Pakistan. 


CSO: 4604/4 














ALGERIA 


FLN SUSPENDS FOUR MEMBERS 
LD302346 Algiers Domestic Service in French 2200 GMT 30 Jun 81 


[Text] In the fifth session of the FLN Central Committee this afternoon's work 
ended at 2030. The members of the session's bureau immediately proceeded with 
the installation of the commissions, and it is at the level of commissions that 
work will continue tomorrow morning. At the fifth ordinary session whose theme, 
I remind you, is cultural policy today's work was marked by President Chadli 
Benjedid, head of state and secretary general of the FLN. 


And in the afternoon the Central Committee decided on the suspension of Ahmed 
Bencherif, Mohamed Tayebi Larbi, Mahmoud Guennes and Houstapha Bouafra. 


It was after hearing the report of the disciplinary committee that the members of 
the Central Committee decided by vote the [words indistinct] the suspensions. 
The central disciplinary commission had previously, under Article (7115) on the 
[words indistinct} of the party called the members concerned to question them on 
the contents [words indistinct] presented by the law and this in conformity with 
Article (?62) of the party's statutes. 


In his speech, of course, President Chadli Bendjedid expressed his satisfaction 
at the considerable progress being made by the country in its mastery of manage- 
ment and in the increase in production. 


After mentioning the great efforts) made in the reconstruction cf the disaster 
areas [words indistinct] the president pointed out that the country's financial 
position is excellent in comparison with previous years while [word indistinct] 
is continued improvement thanks to a general effort. 


Speaking about relations with friendly and fraternal countries, particularly 
following his Arab and African tour and his visits to the Soviet Union and 
Bulgaria, the president informed the members of the Central Committee in detail 
of the results achieved, as he also gave an account of the different resolutions 
of the 18th African Summit and informed them of the talks which he had with the 
leaders of friendly and fraternal countries. 


President Chadli Bendjedid also stressed the total cohesion in the thought and 
action which characterizes the political leadership which after the fourth party 
congress has undertaken collective actio”. organized to assist the construction of 
socialist society, whose values are founded on the principles of the National 
Charter. 


cso: 4519/15 

















PJBLIC SECTOR COMPANY BOARDS TO GET BROADER POWERS 
Cairo AL-'UMMAL in Arabic 1 Jul 81 p 1 
[Article by Nadiyah Sultan] 


{[Yext] The Labor Secretariat of the National Party has approved a 5-pound increase 
in the wages of the private sector workers to be disbursed as of the beginning 
of July along the line followed with the government and public sector workers. 


The secretariat has also called for advancing the payment of periodic 
increases to the private sector workers to the month of May instead of the month 
of January, the same as in the case of the government and public sector workers. 


This materialized in last Monday's meeting of the General Labor Secretariat 
of the National Party under the chairmanship of Ahmad al-'Amawi, the party's 
labor secretary. 


The Democratic National Party's Labor Secretariat has stressed the need to 
strengthen and develop the public sector so as to enhance the national economy. 


The Labor Secretariat has also agreed to amend the law governing the public sector 
workers with the aim of releasing the boards of directors of the sector's 
companies to be free to appoint workers, to give them incentives and allowances 
and to evaluate and grade jobs while abiding by the set wage rates. 


The amendment provides for: The right of a board of directors to establish 
regulations concerning the selection and appointment of workers, provided that 
job seniority be considered as of the date of the start of work according to 

the appointment decision. The board of directors may establish the regulations 
concerning the appointment of workers to jobs at wages exceeding the starting 
wages on condition that the appointee possess experience exceeding that required 
for the grade to which he is appointed so that he may be entitled to the wages 
stipulated fo1 the job in accordance with the job grading list. This is to be 
established instead of a uniform wage list. The amendment also provides for 
empowering the chairman of a general assembly to issue, on the recommendation 

of the board of directors, decisions on promotions to higher jobs, beginning with 
the job of general manager. As for the other jobs, the promotion decision is to 








be issued by the chairman of the board of directors after consultation with the 
Workers Affairs Committee. 


The meeting of the National Party's Labor Secretariat was attended by Mustafa 
Munji, the Cairo workers secretary and the economic affairs secretary of the 
Workers Federation; Sa'id Jum‘ah, the chairman of the General Union of the 
Engineering Industries; Muhammad ‘Ali al-Faqi, the chairman of the General 
Press and Printing Union; Abu Bakr Jad al-Mawla, the federation treasurer; 
"‘Abd-al-Fattah Badr, the federation secretary for labor and wage affairs; 
Khayri Hashim, the chairman of the General Post and Telegraph Union; and Mahmud 
al-‘Askari, the first deputy chairman of the Food Industries Union. 


8494 
CSO: 4504/7 











EGYPT 


PROPERTY OF EX-GENERAL AL-SHADHILI, OTHERS IMPOUNDED 
Cairo AL-AHRAM in Arabic 8 Jun 81 p l 


[Article: "Properties of Sa'd al-Shadhili, 'Abd~al-Majid Farid and Hikmat Abu 
Zayd Impounded on Decision by Socialist Prosecutor; They, Along With 16 Others, 
Including 6 Journalists, Have Been Referred to State Security Prosecution for 
Founding Underground Organization Financed by Libya To Overthrow Regime in 


Egypt" ] 


[Text] Counselor ‘Abd-al-Qadir Ahmad, the socialist public prosecutor, yesterday 
issued a decision impounding the monies and propérties of retired Lt Gen Sa‘'d-al- 
Din al-Shadhili who lives in Algeria at present. The decision also bans 
Al-Shadhili's wife and children from disposing of these monies. This action is 
in preparation to refer Al-Shadhili and five others, including an ex-minister 

and a woman ex-minister to the Values Court. 


In addition to these 6 persons, the decision also provides for referring 13 
others, including 6 journalists, to the higher state security prosecution to take 
investigative measures and determine the criminal responsibility of each of them 
for their participation in an underground organization, called the National 
Front, operating in the rejectionist countries, led by retired Lt Gen Sa‘'d-al-Din 
al-Shadhili and financed by Libya to overthrow the regime and to harm the 
country's national interests and its domestic security through acts of sabotage 
and terror. 


Investigations have revealed that Libya has given the organization 3 million 
pounds and that retired Lt Gen Sa‘d-al-Din al-Shadhili has met with the 
Palestinian resistance leaderships for the purpose of coordination. 


The investigation initiated by the socialist public prosecutor's office under 
the supervision of Counselor Yusuf Qazzaz, the director of the prosecutor's 
office, has revealed that the members of the underground organization are: 


Retired Lt Gen Sa'd Muhammad al-Shadhili, known as Sa'd-al-Din al-Shadhili, 

an ex-ambassador who lives in Algeria at present; ‘'Abd-al-Majid Muhammad Farid, 
an ex-minister at the presidential office previously convicted in the case of the 
centers of power; Hikmat Abu Zayd Muhammadayn, (an ex-minister known for her 
-leftist inclinations); Michel Kamil Mikha'il, (a communist journalist and 











member of the Political Bureau and of the Central Committee of the Egyptian 
Communist Party abroad); Mahmud Amin al-‘Alim (a communist journalist and one of 
the leaders of the Egyptian Communist Party); Muhammad Fahmi Husayn, alias 

Fahmi Husayn (a communist); Ghali Shukri Ghali (a communist journalist and one of 
the leaders of the Egyptian Workers Communist Party abroad); Adib Dimitri Bulus, 
(a communist); Muhammad 'Abd-al-Hakim Diyab, (a member of the previous Vanguard 
Organization); Ahmad ‘Abbas Salih, (a communist journalist); Muhammad Abu al-Futuh 
"Abd-al-Rahman, Muhammad 'Abd-al-Mun'im al-Ghazali al-Jubayli (a leading 

communist previously charged in cases of communist organizations and a member of 
the Central Committee of the Egyptian Communist Party); Samir Fahmi Karam, (a 
communist journalist); 'Abd-al-Rahman ‘Abd-al-Malik al-Khamisi, (a communist 
writer); Ahmad 'Abd-al-'Al al-Saqat (a lawyer who worked previously in the offices 
of a communist attorney); Ahmad Fu'ad Muhammad al-Tuhami, (a communist producer 
and one of the leaders of the Egyptian Communist Party who lives in Iraq at 
present); Muhammad Mamduh ‘Izzat Hasan, (a communist who teaches in Libya); 
"Abd-al-Mun'im Ibrahim Wahdan, (a former administrative official of al-Nasr Car 
Company and a member of the Vanguard Organization who currently works in Libya) 
and Sami Mahmud Muhammad Hajji, the front's secretary general who lives in Beirut. 


It has become evident from the investigation that they have set up, organized 
and managed outside the country an organization under the name of the Egyptian 
National Front that seeks to overthrow through illegal means the regime in Egypt. 
The prime defendant [al-Shadhili] has announced in the papers and magazines of 
the rejectionist Arab states the organization's need for 4 million dollars to 
implement the front's plan. Through Ahmad Iskandar, the Syrian minister of 
information, the organization has received 3 million pounds from Libya to help 

it bolster its activities. The ICATU [International Confederation of Arab Trade 
Unions] has also contributed $10,000 to this organization. 


The investigations have also shown that the front has set up offices in a number 
of Arab countries, namely Syria, Algeria, Libya and Lebanon. It has been 
uncovered that the prime defendant met on 2 April 1980 with the Palestinian 
resistance and Lebanese National Movement leaderships to coordinate their 
efforts and to study what they have called the method of armed struggle against 
the Egyptian regime; that he is trying to purchase weapons at home and to store 
them in safe caches and that he has been trying ceaselessly to unite the opposi- 
tion forces abroad in order to set up an effective military wing for the front. 
In this regard, the front has been trying to acquire Syrian passports to send to 
the Egyptian elements that can be recruited abroad so that they may enter Syria 
and receive military training there. It has also become evident that the front 
members and leadership are in contact with some of the leaders and officials 

of the Arab rejectionist states. Defendants Sa'd-al-Din al-Shadhili and Mahmud 
Amin al-‘'Alim have met with Syrian President Hafiz al-Asad. Within the framework 
of strengthening the front's military and terrorist organization, the former 

has also met with some elements and members of the Lebanese National Movement ; 
and of the Palestinian resistance, including Yasir ‘Arafat, Abu Jihad, the 

commander of al-Sa'iqah forces, and Walid Musa, the head of Fatah operations in 
Beirut. An office has also been set aside for retired Lt Gen Sa'd-al-Din 

al-Shadhili at the headquarters of the general command of the Syrian al-Sa'iqah 
forces in Beirut. : 

















The investigations have further shown that this organization has published from 

its headquarters in Algiers a periodic publication known by the name of 

AL-JABHAH [THE FRONT] and that the organization members have been persistently 
publishing [articles against Egyptian regime] in a number of Arab and foreign 
newspapers and magzzines, including the Syrian AL-BA'TH, TISHRIN and AL-THAWRAH, 
the Iraqi AL-THAWRAH and AL-JUMHURIYAH, the Libyan AL-'USBU' AL-SIYASI, the 
Algerian AL-SHA'B, the Lebanese AL-ANWAR, AL-SAFIR, AL-NAHAR and AL-KIFAH AL-'‘ARABI, 
the German DER SPEIGEL, Paris ALMUSTAQBAL, London 23 JULY and others. 


To realize the above-mentioned goals, the members of this organization have also 
broadcast from the radios of Damascus and Libya statements and articles 
disseminating false and tendentious rumors and reports and inflammatory propaganda 
liable to harm the national interests and the country's domestic and external 
security--statements and articles urging the Egyptian masses to rebel and to 
overthrown the regime. The articles and statements have also attacked all the 
country's various domestic and foreign policies with the aim of undermining sociai 
peace and national unity, of spreading the spirit of defeat and shaking confidence 
in Egypt's political and military position. 


8494 
CSO: 4504/7 


13 




















IRAN 


GOVERNMENT LEADERSHIP'S ‘POLITICAL MANEUVERS' VIEWED 
GF011651 Paris AFP in English 1615 GMT 1 Jul 81 


[Text] Tehran, 1 July (AFP)--In a new political offensive, Ayatollah Ruhollah 
Khomeyni today called on the nearly 200,000 Shi'ite Muslim clergy to prepare 
for the presidential election on 24 July so that the president will not be 
"imposed by the United States or the Soviet Union." 


Meanwhile, parliament speaker Hojjat ol-Eslam ‘Ali Akbar Hashemi-Rafsanjani 
warned the parliamentary opposition against ill-considered public statements 
and complicity with violent groups. 


"You can even say what you want on television, but do not become diabolical," 
he said. "Do not fool the children. Do not give them bombs. 


"If there is a chance that you might live, it is in the shadow of the Imam 
(Ayatollah Khomeyni) and under the Islamic government," he told opposition 
legislators. 


The statements appeared to beapart of a political maneuver to help fill the 
power vacuum created by the sacking of Iranian President Abolhasan Bani-Sadr, 
still in hiding, and the killing of 74 persons in the bombing of the ruling 
Islamic Republican Party (IRP) headquarters last Sunday. Leftists and the 
United States have been accused here. 


Ayatollah Khomeyni said the clergy, in effect the country's political ruling 
class, and even theology students should head out into the countryside in 
advance of the presidential elections on 24 July. There are as yet no official 
candidates. ‘a 


IRP leader and chief justice Mohammad Beheshti, 4 ministers and 27 parliament 
members were killed. Security forces have since discovered a “clandestine 
center," where 50 persons were meeting, the new IRP leader, Hojjat ol-Eslam 
Mohammad Javad Bahonar said. 


He said they planned to destroy parliament. The newspaper KEYHAN said that 


the suspects were leftist Mojahedin, and one was killed and three wounded in 
the gunfire before the arrests. 
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Three members injured in the blast Sunday were present in parliament today to 
make a quorum, and speaker Rufsanjani cried as he mentioned the deaths of 
their 27 colleagues. Their seats were adorned with their photographs. 


IRP Secretary Bahonar charged that the bombing had “roots in the United States." 


In a press conference, he suggested that Iranian Muslim leftists were at least 
partly responsible for the bombing, and were in the pay of the United States, 
known frequently in Iranian (?slogans as the) great Satan." 


The masterminds of the bombing were "those mercenaries of the great satan, 
the Mojahedin," he said, adding that the exact degree of responsibility of the 
Mojahedin was not known. 


Mr Bahonar said he himself narrowly escaped death in the bombing when a 
colleague persuaded him not to go there, saying he looked tired. 


He also said that he was only elected as party leader for 40 or 50 days, until 


the next party congress. 


He added that the partial legislative elections to fill the seats of the dead 
deputies would be (?held the) same day as th: presidential elections. 
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TRAN 


POSSIBLE CIVIL WAR IN COUNTRY DISCUSSED 
NCO11323 (Clandestine) Voice of Iran in Persian 1805 GMT 30 Jun 81 


[Text] One of our correspondents reports from Tehran that the fanatical 
dictator of the clerical regime, Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeyni, has ordered his 
illiterate Prime Minister Mohammad ‘Ali Raja'i, to take the necessary steps 
to sever all telephone and telex links with abroad. The order was given 
after the bomb explosion that killed Mohammad Beheshti and 71 other members 
of the fundamentalists and (?inhuman) clerical regime. Our correspondent 
adds that foreign media reported the news on the explosion before the lie- 
disseminating radio of Khomeyni's regime. As a result the deprived people in 
our country were enraged over the strict censorship of facts and they listen 
constantly to foreign radios for the latest reports and facts. 


Quoting political sources, our correspondent says: the recent explosions in 
Iran, and especially in Tehran, manifest the homeland's patriots’ rage and 
disgust over Ruhollah Khomeyni's bigoted and despotic policy. The regime of 
the executioners has started the executions of patriots in order to stifle 
the loud voice of the deprived people of our country. It has banned demon- 
strations, it encourages attacks by Hezbollah hooligans and it issues orders 
to its bloodthirsty revolution guards to fire on the people. Fearing its 
downfall, the savage and murderous regime arrests innocent and deprived 
people, and sends them in the most savage way at dawn the next day, without 
any reason, to Sheikh Sadeq Khalkhali's firing squads. In the opinion of 
political observers the people's rage over the executions led them to seek 

a solution, Last week with the death of the famous spy, Mostafa Chamran, 

the assassination attempt against Khamene'i, the (?deceitful) [word indistinct] 
and the dispersed explosions in Tehran and in the provinces, and finally the 
explosion at the Islamic Republican Party's headquarters, inflicted harsh 
blows to the half-dead and shaky regime of the traitorous clergy. Therefore, 
political observers believe that a full-fledged civil war throughout Iran and 
especially in Tehran is inevitable. 


CSO: 4640/24 
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IRAN 


IMPACT OF TEHRAN BOMBING ASSESSED 
PMO11418 Paris LE MONDE in French 1 Jul 81 p 3 
[Dispatch by Eric Rouleau: "Defending the Islamic Revolution at Any Cost"] 


[Text] Tehran--Will the violent attack which decimated the ranks of the Iranian 
ruling elite ultimately serve to breathe new life into the Islamic regime? 
Everything has been done to attain that objective. Television is devoting all 

its evening programs to footage of the attack, of mutilated or decapitated bodies, 
filmed when the emergency service teams were extricating them from the ruins. 

The radio is giving horrifying descriptions, broadcasting poignant statements 
punctuated with sobs from the victims’ close relatives. The press is publishing 
their pictures, tracing their careers as resistance fighters against imperial 
autocracy and their achievements since the republic was established. 


A fringe section of the population, whom there is no hope of "winning back" 
because they have been ideologically hostile to the regime ever since it was 
formed, probably remained unmoved by the sight of this horror. It is not 
uncommon here to meet with “taqutis" (the forementioned fringe section) who are 
rejoicing over it, convinced that the success of the attack and those which will 
follow will certainly bring about the Islamic Republic's collapse. 


However, judging from the many reactions observed in various sections of society, 
it would scarcely be an exaggeration to say that most of the population, whatever 
their criticisms of and grievances against government policy, were deeply shocked 
by the massacre, by the tragic deaths of leaders some of whom were known for 
their honesty and devotion. 


Joffat ol-Eslam Mohammad Montazeri was among those. Ayatollah Hoseyn Montazeri, 
his father and presumed successor to Imam Khomeyni, was discreet enough not to 
mention his personal tragedy even indirectly in a long statement he made. It 
was the imam himself who paid emotional tribute to the action of “our son 
Mohammad."" "One of our revolution's great minds." 


While Ayatoilah Montazeri proclaimed that "Islam is in danger," Imam Khomeyni 


sought te demonstrate in his speech the criminal nature of the "leaders of the 
counterrevolution,"’ calling on the population to denounce to the authorities 
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those people, including neighbors, whom they might suspect of seditious activities. 
But, above all, he adopted a paternal tone in his appeal to "young people who have 
allowed themselves to be deceived by the fallacious arguments of those who serve 
the great satan" (the United States). Since he cannot denounce the local per- 
petrators of the attack by name until the inquiry has been completed, the 

"leader of the revolution," followed by the press, is directing the people's 
condemnation against U.S. imperialism alone. 


KEYHAN, although one of the most "moderate" of the daily newspapers, entitles 
its editorial: "Death to the United States!**; ETTELA'AT devotes its banner 
headline to "Savage Crime by American Mercenaries." 


Against all expectations, the repression is marking time. It was expected that 
there would be a flood of executions after the attack but none has been announced 
since the night of Sunday/Monday. Have instructions gone out to moderate the 
repression? Nobody knows, but some "hints" from Khomeyni attracted attention. 

He expressed the view that the revolutionary courts should not function under 

the influence of emotion or out of a "desire for vengeance." Take your time, 

he stated in substance, and only pronounce the death sentence after serious 
consideration. The "leader of the revolution's" advice has not always been 
followed in the past and experience will show whether he is heeded this time 

by courts which are still doing what they like, particularly in the provinces. 


Generally speaking the authorities' main concern--judging from their many 
statements--is to ensure the stability and continuity of institutions. A 

series of measures has been taken to this end with surprising speed. As early 

as Monday morning, Ayatollah Ardabili, a co-founder of the Islamic Republican 
Party [IRP] and the republic's prosecutor, was appointed president of the Supreme 
Court and member of the presidential council, replacing Ayatollah Beheshti, 

the IRP's strongman, who was killed the previous day. Education Bahonar has 
been appointed IRP secretary general. [sentence as printed] [Words indistinct] 
Prime Minister Raja'i began to distribute the posts of around 10 ministers and 
under secretaries of state who died amid the ruins. 


The date of the election to choose Mr Bani-Sadr's successor as president of 
the republic has been kept as 24 July. 


Foreign Agents? 


"The actionof a bunch of murderers will not change the course of our revolution 
in the least," the country's main leaders reiterate in various tones. It is 
precisely this stress on playing down the political significance of the attack, 
this determination to exploit it to mobilize the population, which suggests 

that the confidence being displayed is not complete. You only have to look at 
the extraordinary security network being set up to be convinced of that. Of 
course terrorist actions per se will not endanger the regime. But they are 
likely to constitute a constant challenge to Imam Khomeyni's authority and, 
above all, to maintain disturbing uncertainties which would be bond to adversely 
affect all spheres of public life from the war effort to the economy. 
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The most worrying fact for the authorities is that the inquiry is making scarcely 
any progress. Mr Bani-Sadr has officially been excluded from the list of 
suspects, since, according to government spokesman Behzad Nabavi, the former 
president of the republic "does not have the means of launching such an attack." 


Suspicion is naturally falling on the Mojahedin-e Khalq--the best organized 
opposition movement. But do they have the capacity to successfully carry out 
such a complex operation? The power of the explosives, the sophisticated 
mechanisms used and many other technical details point clearly to professionals. 
Therefore, some circles think that the perpetrators of the attack could only 

be agents of foreign services or, more probably, former Savak members now serving 
royalist groups which have taken refuge in Europe and the United States. 


All the indications---including the government spokesman's statements Monday--are 


that the attacks will continue. The important question is how the authorities 
can end them, 
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BRIEFS 


REVOLUTION GUARDS IN TEHRAN--Following Sunday night's explosion 2,000 mercenary 
revolution guards, who attacked Kurdish women and children in Kordestan, were 
called to Tehran. These men surrounded Jamaran, Ruhollah Khomeyni's residence, 


in order to prevent possible danger. [Text] [NC011333 (Clandestine) Radio Iran 
in Persian to Iran 1330 GMT 30 Jun 81] 
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MINISTRY CITES INCREASE IN ROAD, BRIDGE, HOUSING PROJECTS 
Baghdad AL~JUMHURIYAH in Arabic 21 May 81 p 3 


[Article: "Total of 3.4 Million Housing Units Within New Plan of Ministry of 
Housing and Public Works; 1981 Plan Constitutes Qualitative Leap in Ministry's 
Work; 2,400 Kilometers of Roads Paved in Territories Controlled by Our Valiant 
Forces" ] 


[Text] It was announced at the Ministry of Housing and Public Works yesterday 
that a housing program comprising 3.4 million housing units will be implemented 
within the framework of the ministry's new and ambitious plan to eliminate the 
housing crisis. 


Shakir Mahmud Ahmad, the ministry undersecretary, asserted in a press conference 
held yesterday and attended by representatives of the Western and international 
wire services, the Iraqi News Agency and foreign, Arab and local papers and 
magazines that the new 1981 plan is tantamount to a qualititive leap in the 
ministry's work because the appropriations allocated for the projects amount to 
a twofold increase over last year's appropriations, especially for road, bridge 
and housing projects which represent the backbone of the country's development. 


The undersecretary pointed out the effective role performed by the ministry and its 
various agencies to support the tasks of our valiant armed forces in their just 
battle against the Persians and the racists by making available all the roads 

and bridges required for the forces’ movements. The undersecretary said that 
during the 8 months of the war, roads with a total length of 2,400 kms have been 
paved within the territories controlled by our valiant forces and that 40 million 
cubic meters of soil and bridge works have been covered by the effort. The 
undersecretary asserted that this figure is equal to all the road works existing 
in Iraq before the glorious 17 July revolution. 


He added that the total length of the roads currently being paved by the ministry 
in the northern areas amounts to 11,000 kms and that the accomplishments realized 
during the past few months of the war prove to the entire world that the country's 
capabilities have not been affected by the war. We have also concluded contracts 
with several international firms to build various roads at a cost of 600 million 
dinars, thus realizing a fivefold increase over last year. 
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The undersecretary also noted that Iraq is the first country in the area to enter 
the era of rapidly built roads, since Iraq has concluded agreements for the 
construction of a modern road network with a total length of 1,200 kms. The 
agreements include 5 major contracts, each committed to the construction of 120 
[sic] kms of roads. These roads will link the Iraqi borders with Syria, Jordan 
and Kuwait at an estimated cost of (1 billion) dinars. When completed in 2 1/2 
years, these roads will cover the major cities in the central Euphrates region, 
in addition to a 650-km long express highway linking Kirkuk, Irbil and Mosul with 
the Syrian-Turkish borders. It is expected that work on this highway will begin 
next year. When this road is completed, Iraq will be linked with the neighboring 
countries. 


Within the ministry's plan in the buildings and housing sphere, the under- 
secretary pointed out that there has been a qualitative [sic] leap in bridge 
building exceeding by 80 percent last year's accomplishments. The plan has also 
focused on modern and advanced health projects in all of the country's areas and 
cities so that all the ministries and institutions will have modern buildings with 
all the facilities. The same applies to public and cultural buildings. 


The undersecretary also announced that the ministry is currently building more 
than 110 various industrial institutes and preparatory schools, and pointed out 
that the cost of these institutes alone amounts to more than 300 million dinars. 
This is in addition to the conclusion of new contracts for hundreds of millions of 
dinars to complete the final phases of the Baghdad University project in 
al-Jadiriyah, a new project for al-Basrah University, a university in the 
autonomous rule region and buildings for the new al-Rashid University in Baghdad. 


He also pointed out that the ministry has also focused its efforts on completing 
the installations for the medical city in the next 2 years. A contract has 

been concluded for the completion of this project at a cost of 150 million dinars. 
Meanwhile, the number of projects in the ministry's plan for the current year 
amount to 841 projects with a total cost of 2 billion dinars. 


The plan also provides for an increase of more than 100 percent in the housing 
projects. The ministry is also building water and sewage projects at a cost of 
680 million dinars, in addition to the infrastructure projects of the Baghdad 
International Airport which will cost 240 million dinars and will be completed 
by the end of 1982. These projects are designed to meet the country's needs until 
the year 2000, considering that the airpezi wit? be able to accommodate 10-12 
million passengers annually and will be a modern airport in terms of its structure 
and equipment and in terms of the services it offers the citizens. 


The plan also provides for the final blueprinting phases of the Mosul Inter- 
national Airport which will be similar to al-Basrah Airport and for the 
construction of three plants to produce prefabricated buildings. 


Within the national direction, Shakir Mahmud Ahmad, the ministry undersecretary, 
pointed out that an Iraqi engineering office has been opened in Djibouti for 
housing cooperation projects, in addition to the Iraqi engineering offices in 
San'a' [yemen] and Mauritania which carry out housing projects with the material 
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aid advanced by the revolutionary government to the fraternal Arab countries 
through the grants and loans given the brothers on soft terms. This is in 
addition to other projects in Jordan and Somalia and to the efforts currently 
underway to conclude an agreement with Morccco ii this sphere. 
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JOINT COMMUNIQUE ISSUED ON UGANDAN VICE PRESIDENT'S VISIT 


Baghdad AL-JUMHURIYAH in Arabic 21 May 81 p 6 








[Article: “Joint TIraqi-Ugandan Communique Lauds Iraq's Response to Islamic and 
International Initiatives To Settle Conflict With Iran"] 


[Text] Uganda has lauded Iraq's response to the initiatives made by the Islamic 
Conference, the nonaligned countries and the United Nations to settle the conflict 
with Iran through negotiations guaranteeing security and stability in the area. 


In a joint communique issued in Baghdad and Kampala yesterday afternoon on the 
3-day visit made to Iraq by Paulo Muwanga, the vice president of Uganda [title 
as published], the two sides have asserted that peace and stability and normal 
relations of cooperation, especially among neighboring countries, require mutual 
respect of the firm rights of each of the two countries. 





The two sides have strongly condemned the racist Zionist aggression against the 
Arab people and have stressed that no just and lasting peace can be realized 
without the full and unconditional withdrawal of the Zionist forces from all the 
occupied Arab territories and without the full restoration of the Palestinian 
people's rights totheir homeland and to setting up their independent state under 
the leadership of the PLO. 


Following is the text of the communique: 
At the invitation of Taha Muhyi-al-Din Ma'ruf, the vice president of Iraq, Uganda 


Vice President Paulo Muwanga, accompanied by a high-level delegation, visited 
Iraq in the period from 17-19 May 1981. 





Leader and President Saddam Hussein has received the Uganda Vice President 

who delivered to him a written message from Uganda President Milton Obote [sic]. 
The delegation chairman has also been received by Vice President Taha Muhyi-al-Din 
Ma'ruf and the two have discussed the bilateral relations and the international 
issues of common interest. 


The Ugandan delegation chairman has aiso met with Taha Yasin Ramadan, the first 
deputy prime minister. 








The two sides have noted with satisfaction the deyelopment in the two countries’ 
relations and have unaerlined their resolution to expand the sphere of their 
cooperation. 


The two sides have also reviewed the current international issues and have under- 
lined their belief in the principles of the United Nations, of the Nonaligned 
Movement and of the Islamic Conference Organization and have expressed the 
conviction that observing these principles is essential to safeguarding world 
peace and security and the welfare of peoples. 


Regarding the situation in the Arab area, the two sides have strongly condemned 
the racist Zionist aggression against the Arab people and have asserted that no 
just and lasting peace can be realized without the full and unconditional 
withdrawal of the Zionist forces from all the occupied Arab territories and 
without the restoration of the Palestinian people's full rights to their homeland 
and to setting up the independent Palestinian state under the leadership of the 
PLO, the Palestinian people's sole legitimate representative. 


The two sides have also condemned the ceaseless Zionist aggression against 

southern Lebanon--an aggression constitziing a part of the imperialist maneuvers 
seeking to liquidate the Palestinian revolution and forming a violation against 
Lebanon's sovereignty, the safety of its territories and its territorial integrity. 





The Iraqi side has familiarized the Uganda:: side with the situation on the 
eastern borders and with the regrettable developments leading to this situation. 
The two sides have asserted that peace, stability and relations of normal 
cooperation, especially between neighboring countries, require mutual observation 
of the firm rights of each of the two countries. 


The Ugandan side has lauded Traq's response to the initiatives taken by the 
Islamic Conference, the nonaligned countries and the United Nations to settle 
the conflict through negotiations guaranteeing security and stability in the 
area. 


The Ugandan side has familiarized the Iraqi side with the current hardships 
experienced by Uganda. The Traqi side has lauded the Ugandan Government's 
efforts to rebuild and rehabilitate the country. 


The two sides have expressed their concern over the tension prevailing in many 
parts of the world. They have especially condemned the apartheid regime in 
South Africa for its flagrant human rights violations and for its occupation of 
Namibia without any consideration for the world public opinion. The two sides 
have underlined the determination of their governments to work hand-in-hand 
with the international organizations to eliminate all forms of racism and to 
liberate all illegally occupied territories. 


The two sides have stressed the need to strengthen the Afro-Arab cooperation, 
underlining the historical ties binding the Arab and African peoples. 
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The vice president of Uganda has expressed his profound appreciation for the warm 
welcome and for the hospitality accorded him and his delegation during their stay 
in the Republic of Iraq. 


Baghdad, 19 May 1981. 


Taha Muhy-al-Din Ma'ruf 
The Vice President of Iraq 


Paulo Muwanga 
The Vice President of Uganda 
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IRAQ 


KARBALA’ DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS DETAILED 
Baghdad AL~JUMHURIYAH in Arabic 22 May 81 p 3 


[Article: "Interview With Karbala’ Governor: Implementation of Development 
Projects Costing 350 Million Dinars; Projects To Maintain, Expand and Develop 
Holy Places Have Taken Priority in Implementation"] 


[Text] Since the inception of the glorious 17 July revolution, Kerbala' 
Governorate has undergone major developments in all aspects of its life. Last 
year and the first half of this year a qualitative step in the rate of development 
project implementation has been experienced, amounting to 350 million dinars 
[sic], i.e., the equivalent of Iraq's general budget before 1968. 


Speaking to an INA [Iraqi News Agency] mission on the occasion of the birthday 
of Imam ‘Ali, the foster son cf the prophet's house, may God's peace be upon 
him, ‘Adnan Dawud Salman, the governor of Karbala’, has said that the projects 
to maintain, expand and develop the holy places have, on the direct instructions 
of the leader and president, Saddam Hussein, taken priority because of their 
great and distinguished position in the hearts of the Arabs and the Muslims. 

His excellency the president has advanced for this year alone a grant of 5.75 
million dinars to be added to the annual appropriations allocated for the 
projects concerning the holy places. 


The governor pointed out that Al-Husayniyah cabin [shrine] has been recently 
covered with gold-filigreed (velvet) and that central air conditioning and 
precious crystal chandeliers have been installed in the two pure (rawdahs). 


The walls of al-Husayni and al-‘Abbasi courtyards and the floors of their two 
pure (rawdahs) have been covered with marble. Meanwhile, work is in progress to 
expand them by expropriating the houses and shops surrounding them and by 
building their outer walls in the Arab Islamic style. 


The governor of Karbala’ further added that work is proceeding actively to gild 
the facade of al-‘Abbas tomb with gold and to build the new tomb of Habib ibn 
Muzahir al-Usari. Meanwhile, work will begin in a few days to rebuild and to 
gild with gold the two minarets of the tomb of al-‘Abbas, in addition to making 
comprehensive expansions in all the holy tombs in the governorate. 
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As for the implementation of industrial projects in the governorate, ‘Adnan 
Dawud Salman said that construction of the new Karbala’ dairy plant will be 
completed in the next 2 months, that the plant has cost 2.25 million dinars and 
that it has a daily production capacity of 75 tons of various dairy products to 
meet the needs of the governorates of Karbala’, al-Najaf, Babil, al-Qadisiyah 
and al-Muthanna. Construction of the liquid sugar [glucose] plant will also be 
completed this year. 


Moreover, ceaseless and concerted efforts are being made to complete the 
Thermoston No 1 and Thermoston No 2 projects, al-Nawrah project, the cement 
plants, the stone-cutting plant, the ceramics plant, the gypsum plant and the 
concrete blocks plant. The canning factories have witnessed the installation of 
new production lines to develop this industry. 


As for agriculture, the governor of Karbala’ has pointed out that 41 percent 

of the agricultural plan for the current cummer season has been implemented, 

that 8,774 donums, out of a total of 21,043 donums, have been cultivated with 
various crops and that work continues to implement the remaining part of the plan 
on schedule. 


The governorate is also witnessing at present implementation of the biggest 

poultry-breeding project, in addition to 38 chicken farms, each with a capacity 
of 4,000 chickens, and a modern slaughterhouse with a capacity of 6,000 chickens 
per hour. | 


To facilitate cultivation and agricultural marketing operations in the governorate, 
an important 12-km country road linking al-Hindiyah district with al-Jadwal, 
ai-Gharbi and al-Khayrat subdistricts was completed this year. Meanwhile, 

efforts continue to be exerted to complete a number of country roads with a 

total length of 146 kms. 


In the sphere of education, ‘Adnan Dawud has said that the construction of 53 
elementary, junior high and high schools in the governorate has been completed, 
in addition to a preparatory school of agriculture in Al-Hindiyah District and 
a school of commerce in the city of Karbala’. Moreover, a number of boarding 
sections have been added to the governorate's preparatory schools of agriculture 
and industry. 


Work is also in progress to complete the construction of 150 elementary and 
junior high schools and kindergartens, in addition to a number of scientific 
and vocational halls, boarding sections and preparatory schools of industry, 
agriculture and commerce. 


The governor has also pointed out that all elementary school students and 
kindergarten children in the governorate, totaling more than 67,000 students and 
children divided among 218 schools and kindergartens, have been included in the 
school meal system. 


As for the health services offered the citizens of the governorate, a large 


number of main and subsidiary health centers have been built in the governorate's 
districts and subdistricts. This is in addition to the major expansion undergone 
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by al-Husayni Hospital in Karbala’ where a new branch for heart revival, 
emergencies and an artificial kidney has been opened and supplied with the latest 
medical equipment. 


In regard to the implementation of service projects, the governor has pointed out 
that the governorate is currently witnessing the biggest campaign for paving 

roads and sidewalks, for building public parks, children's parks, modern 

markets and for extending drinking water and electricity networks to rural villages 
and to new residential quarters. Meanwhile, a number of roads with a total of 

295 kms are under construction, including the pilgrimage road, the strategic 
service road, the second lane of the Karbala'-al-Najaf road and the access to the 
Karbala'-Babil road. 


As for providing the citizens with proper housing, the governor said that efforts 
are intensifying noticeably to complete the lst phase of the biggest prefabricated 
housing project in the city of Karbala'--a project providing for 710 housing 
units. This is in addition to more than 1,000 housing units distributed over the 
governorate's districts and subdistricts. Meanwhile, more than 3,000 housing 
plots have been distributed to citizens with limited income in the various parts 
of the governorate. 


Concluding his statements, ‘Adnan Dawud Salman said that the holy Karbala' 
Governorate, with its various social segments that have found in the 17 July 
revolution and in its leading party, the Socialist Arab Ba'th Party, the true 
representative of the governorate'’s hopes and aspirations for free and honorable 
life--this governorate pledges to the party and revolution command, led by 
leader and president, Saddam Hussein, to remain loyal to the noble principles 
and values in which the great party and the gigantic revolution believe, to make 
greater sacrifices and to uphold the country's dignity and honor. 


8494 
CSO: 4304/12 
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WESTERN PRESS TREATMENT OF WAR DISCUSSED 
Baghdad AL~JUMHURIYAH in Arabic 16 May 81 pp 3, 11 


[Article by Hamid Ja'id: "Regarding Western Media's Position Toward Our Just 
War Against Racist Persian Enemy" ] 


[Text] In following the press, radio and television reports circulated about 

the war and its results and about the facts this war has produced on the 
internationai and regional arenas we do not find the objective reality insofar as 
transmission of the real daily events or of the causes and continuation of the 
war are concerned. There is an information blackout, there is a distortion of 
the facts and there is disregard for the events and for what they generate. 





The conventional question raised here is: Why this position and in whose interest 
is it taken? The answer is, undoubtedly, completely evident. The world, despite 
its vastness and despite the spread of varied information media in it, is stiil 
controlled by the Western information monopoly. The report circulated is also 
still controlled by a small number of wire services despite the presence of more 
than 100 national news agencies spread in all parts of the world. Even though 

the source of more than 75 percent of the news reports circulated is the Third 
World, the four wire services, known as the "big four," [control the transmission 
of these news reports]. These wire services are embodied in the ASSOCIATED PRESS 
which controls the transmission of 17 million words daily and the UNITED PRESS 
which controls the transmission of 14 million words daily--both are U.S. founded 
and owned--in the British founded and owned REUTER which controls the transmission 
of no less than 2.5 million words daily and in the AFP which controls the trans- 
mission of 3 million words daily. This means that the four wire services control 
the transmission of nearly 36 million words daily. This figure is enough to cover 
or fill 13,320 newspaper pages and nearly 53,280 magazine pages. It also covers 
250 days of transmission on the air arond the clock. 


Out of such stunning figures on the volume of the news reports circulated and 
transmitted by the four wire services and by other national news agencies, the 
share of the Third World and its problems is at times negligible. At best, the 
number of the news reports circulated about this world doesn't exceed the number 
of a man's fingers. This is not surprising, especially when we learn that two- 
thirds of the news reports produced by the world pass directly through New York 
and that the reports are no longer free of distortion but rather they are 
tarnished with views, opinions and data hostile to the peoples and future 


30 











aspirations of this [Third] World and are subjected to inflammatory propaganda 
formulas conflicting with the existing reality, with the nature of the struggle 
for survival and with the evident facts--formulas utilized under the shadow 

of unequal relations between an exploiting world and an exploited world, whether 
in the sphere of economy, of politics or of the exchange of information, 
especially in the sphere of the circulation of news reports. These reports have 
not swerved from the framework of distorting the facts, corrupting the tastes, 
disseminating incentives for deviation from the fundamental national values and 
foiling the development plans and the cultural accomplishments, as well as the 
values bolstered by struggle actions in the sphere of the social and economic 
building and development in the developing countries that seek to rise with their 
citizens to the level of the age. 


This is why the answer regarding the information blockade set up by the Western 
information monopolies around our just war with Iran and regarding the blackout 
as to the causes and continuation of the war is obvious. The blackout concerning 
the war is not an exception. It is, from a Western viewpoint, the rule. This 
blackout is a constant condition insofar as the major problems of development 

and progress in the Third World countries are concerned. 


One observation may suffice to prove the soundness of our assumption. This 
observation is that a war has been going on for 9 successive months in the most 
important, strategic and hottest part of the world where the two superpowers 

are facing each other, yet this war gets little attention from the media and has 
failed to occupy in the circulated reports of the wire services the position that 
it merits or a position compatible with its dimensions, significance and 

impact on the level of the international struggle. 


What the Western information monopolies want to tell us is neither new nor unknown 
to us nor unexpected by us. What they want to tell us has been obvious through 
their constant behavior which is built on withholding the facts and on 
establishing a blackout around whatever is accomplished or is about to be 
accomplished intellectually, actually or in terms of political, economic or 
military information and action. Even when compelled to say something, these 
monopolies express it from a purely Western viewpoint because the Western media's 
theoreticians and monopolists do not acknowledge the rights or viewpoints of the 
others. They fail to acknowledge the actions and accomplishments of the others 
independent of the West's action and accomplishment and of its industrial and 
war machine. The objective information logic dictates fundamentally that 
accomplishments be evaluated on the basis of whatever new they add to humanity and 
that events be evaluated and dealt with on the basis of their impact on mankind's 
future and on the accomplishments of the age. It is true that our just war is 

a regional war but it has a direct impact on the interests of mankind by virtue 
of its distinguished position as a site of confrontation between the East and 

the West, as one of the richest oil stores and oilfields, as [the site of] 
intricate international relations, as an Arab and Mideastern area and as the 
center of the Nonalignment Movement and of an effective pan-Arab movement for 
sovereignty and national rights. An area like this in which fires have been 
raging for 9 months doesn't merit enough interest in the sphere of information! 
Yet, they are ignoring the war. But regardless of how hard they try to ignore 
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the war or the causes of its continuation, they will be forced ultimately to 
evaluate the facts of the war, at least at the military level. Consequently, 
they will be compelled to evaluate the action and the accomplishment realized in 
this regard and the impact of this action and accomplishment on the future 
colonialist plans designed to undermine our people's and nation's freedom and 
independence. 


8494 
CSO: 4304/12 
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IRAQ 


BRIEFS 


NEXT YEAR'S INVESTMENT PLAN--Dr Taha Ibrahim al-'Abdallah, the minister of 
planning, yesterday morning headed a symposium of the ministry's central 
planning agencies to discuss preparation of next year’s investment plan. The 
minister pointed out at the symposium that next year's plan will derive its 
strategy from the party's and revolution's general strategy in the sphere of 
national development--a strategy which seeks to realize economic, social and 
educational welfare and to increase the citizen's income. The minister asserted 
that the goals of the development plan will not be affected despite the 
conditions of the just war being waged by our struggling country under the 
leadership of Saddam Hussein, the nation's knight, against the racist Persian 
enemy. Dr Sabri Zayir, the chairman of the ministry's Economic Planning Agency, 
reviewed the indicators for preparing the plan and the citizen's role in 
socialist building and in implementing the development programs. He also 
reviewed the socialist sector's role in development and in the process of 
distributing incomes in a manner leading to social welfare, to building the 
national economy, to expanding and developing the production capacities, to an 
increased utilization of the available capacity and to focusing on the food, 
building and construction industries. The indicators have «underlined the 
pan-Arab dimensions in the Arab economic integration and in the projects 
implemented by Iraq in a number of fraternal Arab countries. The Central 
Followup Report on the 1980 development plan's projects and the proposals to 
tackle the obstacles that may lead to delaying the implementation of some of 
the development plan's projects were then reviewed. [Text] [Baghdad 
AL-JUMHURIYAH in Arabic 22 May 81 p 3] 8494 


LABOR AGREEMENT WITH NICARAGUA--The workers of Iraq and Nicaragua have stressed 
their common wish to bolster the relations existing among them through fraternal 
cooperation and through the exchange of labor and struggle experiences between 
their organization in Iraq under the leadership of the Socialist Arab Ba‘th 
Party and in Nicaragua under the leadership of the Sandanist Popular [sic] 
Liberation Front in order to entrench their common struggle against imperialism, 
Zionism, reaction and racism. This is statedinthe joint cooperation protocol 
concluded between the Iraqi General Federation of Labor Unions and the Central 
Council of the Nicaraguan Labor Unions. The protocol calls for the exchange 

of pamphlets, cultural studies and delegations between the two organizations for 
the purpose of familiarization with the accomplishments realized in each of the 
two countries. The two sides have also agreed to coordinate their work and to 
program their activities within the framework of the international Federation 
of Labor Unions in a manner compatible with their cooperation, their common 
struggle and their similar positions toward the various labor issues. This 
coordination will also apply to the work of the member [labor] organizations in 
the two countries. The protocol also calls for strengthening the structure and 
the procession of struggle of the International Federation so that it may serve 
workers all over the world and may support and aid the peoples struggling for 
liberation and independence. [Text] [Baghdad AL-JUMHURIYAH in Arabic 21 May 81 
Pp 6] 8494 33 
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. COMMENTS ON FRENCH MIDEAST POLICY 


GF261750 Kuwait AR-RA'Y AL'AMM in Arabic 25 Jun 81 pp 1, 23 
[Editorial: "Before France Slips Far Away..."] 


[Excerpts] Last month's French elections that led to the "coup" that brought 
the socialists to power has created an imbalance in Arab-French relations-- 
relations that had existed since the time of General De Gaulle. 


Now that the socialists have achieved absolute control as a result of the 
parliamentary elections, it is clear that this imbalance is increasing and 

that socialist Paris intends to follow its president's pro-Israel inclinations. 
The socialists exploited the French Communist Party's strceng desire to join 
the government in order to pull it far from its previously declared pwlicy of 
support for the Arab and Palestinian stand. 


It could be that our relations with the United States and our failure to con- 
front it have encouraged or are now encouraging the new French rulers not to 
pay much attention to Arab opinion and not to fear its consequences, 


The French know that the Arabs exerted great effort in both the oil and invest-- 
ment fields to prevent the communists in either France or Italy from gaining 
power. After assuming power, they opened their arms to Israel and adopted 
measures in its support. An example of this is France's stand following the 
Israeli raid against Iraq and its submissive reaction despite the death of 

a French citizen in this raid. Another example is Mitterrand's initiative 

to free French companies from abiding by the Arab boycott of Israel and the 
companies that deal with it. In addition to this are the continuing statements 
that guaranteeing Israel's security must be the basis of resolving the Middle 
East crisis and that the Palestinians have a right to a homeland. These are 
vague words that could be similar to President Carter's ideas on a Palestinian 
"home." 


What is important is that we do not adopt an idle stand on this French change, 
and the faster (?we act) the better. We must not wait too long before making 

it clear to Mitterrand's France that the whole matter is not so simple. If we 
are unable or unwilling to impose a form of government or policies on the French, 
then we certainly can impose on ourselves the position we must adopt toward a 
state that avoids a balanced position in order to support Israel against us. 


If we have a certain interest in maintaining the French position on the side of 
reason, balance and French interests themselves, it is necessary that we make 
Paris realize the heavy price it must pay in return for shifting toward our 
Israeli enemy. 
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KUWAIT 


RECENT EXPLOSIONS, RELATIONS WITH IRAQ DISCUSSED 
GFO11924 Kuwait AS-SIYASAH in Arabic 1 Jul 81 p 1 


[Editorial by editor in chief Ahmad al-Jarallah: "What the People Have Built 
Cannot Be Easily Undermined"] 


[Excerpts] Many elements, parties and quarters are known to be looking for 

a gap to drive a wedge in relations between Iraq and Kuwait, and indeed, 
between Iraq and all the Gulf countries. Perhaps these elements were very 
happy when they heard that last Thursday's childish acts of sabotage took place 
with Iraqi sympathy--whether with the Iraqi president's knowledge or with the 
knowledge of others. 


In the course of the past 5 years Iraq has succeeded in removing the cautious 
attitudes and apprehensions that existed toward Baghdad. Iraq had to exert 
intensive efforts and be very patient to mollify feelings and clear the air. 
The Iraqi-Iranian war showed that the ties between Iraq and the countries of 
the Gulf and the Arabian Peninsula are too strong to be shaken by transient 
events or whispers by elements that do not wish to see the region's interests 
bound together and its people prepared for the inevitable gathering. 


Last Thursday's incidents have caused many--whe whenever Iraq is mentioned 
agree to everything that is being said but qualify their agreement with the 
word “if" that is dipped into a big pot of doubts and suspicion--to rub their 
hands in glee. 


The Kuwaiti Government has done well to send the Interior Ministry under 
secretary to Baghdad. And Saddam Husayn did well when he declared that Kuwait's 
security is indivisible from Iraq's security. The most serious act that could 
harm relations is to shock the people's sensibilities regarding security and 
stability. 


Kuwait, which has matured and is experienced in the affairs and problems of 
state, will not be frightened by acts of this kind, particularly when the 
issue is the enforcement of law and order and the establishment of security 
and stability. 


Many elements believed that last Thursday's incident might have been the gap 


through which it would have been easy to sever those relations established 
by the people of the area before they were established by its rulers. Concern 
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for these relations was demonstrated by the visit of the Kuwaiti Interior 
Ministry under secretary to Baghdad on one hand, and by the Iraqi leader's 
affirmation that Iraq has no aims against Kuwait's security and stability, 
on the other. 


This is certainly what the people want and is compatible with their extreme 
sensitivity toward anything that undermines security in a manner advantageous 
to the powers looking at this area with hostility and envy. 


One important thing should be realized: Kuwait today is different from what it 
was 20 or 30 years ago. Events and the facing of regional and world problems 
have made it more resilient. It is no longer frightened by any incident that 
is intended to be an early warning--that is, if such calculations are relevant 
to those who planned the sabotage and who, as the Iraqi president has affirmed, 
have no connections with Baghdad whatsoever. 


CSO: 4304/38 
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KUWAIT 


BRIEFS 


1981 STATE BUDGET--Kuwait, 1 Jul (KUNA)--The Kuwaiti Government today began to implement 
the biggest state budget in the country's history: almost$11 billion [currency and figure 
as received]. The budget, approved last night by the Kuwaiti National Assembly, 
estimates total revenue at 5,279 billion dinars--equivalent to $19,268 billion-- 

of which oil revenue amounts to 5,097 dinars--equivalent to $18,604 billion. 

Thus, revenue from oil has increased by 13 percent compared with last year, 

despite the fact Kuwait has cut its production from 1.5 million barrels a day 

to 1.25 million, as from the beginning of last April. Expenditure under the 

budget has been estimated at 3,008 billion dinars, equivalent to $10,979 billion-- 
an increese of 3.6 percent compared with last year's budget, which in itself 

was a record in Kuwait's history. The government decided to transfer 2.196 
billion dinars, equivalent to $8.015 billion, to their reserves. Of this, 

696 million dinars--equivalent to $2.54 billion--will go to the general state 
reserves and the rest for the reserves of future Kuwaiti generations. [Text] 
[LD011026 Kuwait KUNA in Arabic 0713 GMT 1 Jul 81] 


EXPLOSIONS REPCRTED--In its 28 June issue, the Lebanese newspaper ASH-SHARQ, 
citing informed Arab sources, reported that an organization called "The 
Revolutionary Retribution Organization" [Munazzamat al'Iqab ath-Thawri] was 
responsible for the five explosions that took place in various parts of 
Kuwait last Thursday. These sources said that [passage indistinct] warned 
Kuwaiti officials that it will continue to carry out such actions in Kuwait 
and in other Gulf countries if these countries continue to throw chemselves 
in the lap of the United States. [Text] [GFO011908 (Clandestine) Voice of 
Iraqi Islamic Revolution in Arabic 1730 GMT 1 Jul 81] 
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MOROCCO 


STATEMENT BY AGRICULTURE MINISTER ABDELLATIF GHISSASSI 
Casablanca MAROC SOIR in French 25 May 81 pp l, 4 


[Article: “Help For Farmers Raising Crops and Farmers Raising Livestock Who Have 
Been Affected By the Adverse Climatic Conditions—-Harvest Is Between 25 and 29 
Million Quintals of Grain; Government Action Has Made It Possible to Limit the 
Drought ‘s Consequences" ] 


[Text] Rabat, May (MAP[MAGHREB-ARAB PRESS AGENCY] )--Abdellatif Ghissassi, minis- 
ter of agriculture and agrarian reform, held a press conference at his ministry's 
offices during which he gave specific information about the agricultural situation. 


After a preliminary statement, Ghissassi responded to questions from representa- 
tives of the national press. The questions dealt with preparation for the next 
agricultural season, price policy and improving production, agricultural credit 
facilities and the training of cadres. 


On this occasion the minister of agriculture and agrarian reform stressed that 

His Majesty the King's Government attentively follows the changing situation in the 
agricultural sector and engages in great efforts to improve production and achieve 
economic and social development in the country. 


Here is the text of Ghissassi's statement: 


"I am pleased to be explaining to you today the conditions which have charac- 
terized the current agricultural season, the estimated production results with re- 
gard to the principal agricultural crops, and the measures which have been taken 
so that the marketing of crops can be carried out in optimum conditions. 


First of all I would like to mention that the Council of Ministers--which was 
chaired yesterday morning by His Majesty the King, Hassan II, may God grant him 
glory--examined this subject and made effective decisions regarding in particular 
grain prices, the details of which I will give subsequentiy. 


The current agricultural season was marked by two important positive events whose 


consequences will make themselves felt in the future, in the agricultural sector in 
particular and in the national economy in general. 
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The first of these events, the National Days of Agricultural Economy, was held in 
Marrakesh at the end of February on the invitation of His Majesty the King who 
very much wanted to draw the attention of all of his subjects to the fact that the 
destiny of our country and of future generations depends on the agrarian question. 
Those National Days gave all of the kingdom's active forces the chance to reflect 
on all aspects of this issue and made it possible for them to start up determined 
stimulatory activity capable of facing up to the challenge confronting the country 
in the food area. 


We hope that the members of the National Agriculture Commission, which was an up- 
shot of the Marrakesh conference and is currently carrying on its work, succeed in 
developing a basis for work which will gain unanimous approval from the entire 
group of participants with a view to promoting rural development. 


The second important event which marked this season was the presentation to 
Parliament of the draft 5-year plan by the government of His Majesty the King, 
Hassan II. The draft plan gives an obvious priority to agriculture which is shown 
particularly by the size of the credits allocated for this sector. 


An Obvious Priority to Agricultural Sector 


With regard to the general directions and programs of the draft 5-year plan, the 
lessons drawn from the previous plan made possible an effort, on the one hand, to 
increase the resources to be allocated to the agricultural sector generally. On 
the other hand, it made possible an effort to reconsider the distributional break- 
down of investments and human and material resources within the agricultural sec- 
tor, so as to insure a balance between rain-fed agricultural zones and irrigated 
perimeters, as well as among the different activities connected with crop produc- 
tion, livestock raising, and the forestry division according to the contributions 
made by these different sectors of production towards agricultural value added. 


The Adverse Consequences of the Drought 


In the area of the methodological approach to intervention, the action program of 
the Ministry of Agriculture and Agrarian Reform will include carrying out the 
implementation of integrated development projects and doing a national food strategy 
study. 


Ladies and gentlemen, 


You are well aware that the current season has experienced something with adverse 
consequences for Moroccan agriculture, namely the drought, 


During my last discussion with you I already had occasion to bring to your aware- 
ness the measures which have been taken by the government and are likely to mitigate 
the effects of the drought, both on the national level and on the level of the dis- 
tressed farmers. 


Today T would like to be more specific about the climatic conditions which have 
characterized this season, the measures of a technical and organizational nature 
which have been taken to accomplish the different tasks, this season's: results, and 
the financial aspects of production and marketing, before finally dealing with price 
policy. 
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The Physical Conditions of the Current Season 


Grain production is directly linked to conditions in nature regarding both rain- 
fall, its amount and distribution, and land use. 


Rainfall: 
The 1980-1981 season was characterized by the following conditions: 
- Low rainfall during the months of September and October (32 mn); 


- Practically universal drought, apart from the East, which prevailed from mid- 
November to the beginning of the second week of January; 


- Low rainfall from 9 January to 18 February 1981, which affected the whole coun- 
try but to varying degrees depending on the zone in question (15 to 42 mm); and 


- Low levels of precipitation from 20 February to 10 March which did not go above 
5 mm. 


This season's rainfall through the end of March 1981 compared to the average rain- 
fall of the last 4 years is given in the following listing: 


-~ Unfavorable Rain-fed Agriculture Land in the South 
Current season: 133 
Average of the last four seasons: 227 
Deficit or surplus: -41 percent 


- Unfavorable Rain-fed Agriculture Land in the East 
Current season: 213 
Average of the last four seasons: 181 
Deficit or surplus: +18 percent 


- Settat Transition Zone 
Current season: 131 
Average of the last four seasons: nothing to report 
Deficit or surplus: -66 percent jsic] 


- Favorable Rain-fed Agriculture Land 
Current season: 220 
Average of the last four seasons: 45l 
Deficit or surplus: -51 percent 


This listing brings out the fact that the hardest hit zones are the unfavorable 
rain-fed agriculture land in the south (-41 percent) and the Settat transition 
zone (-66 percent). 


On the other hand, the period from the beginning of April to 13 May saw additional 
precipitation which had a beneficial effect particularly for the East and the 


favorable rain-fed agriculture iand (including Fez and Meknes): 
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- Unfavorable Rain-fed Agriculture Land in the South 
1980-1981 season: 151 
Average of the last four seasons: 255 
Deficit or surplus: -41 percent 
Additional precipitation since 25 March: +18 mm 


- Unfavorable Rain-fed Agriculture Land in the East 
1980-1981 season: 281 
Average of the last four seasons: 210 
Deficit or surplus: +34 percent 
Additional precipitation since 25 March: +68 m 


- Chaoui 
1980-1981 season: 172 
Average of the last four seasons; 428 
Deficit or surplus: -60 percent 
Additional precipitation since 25 March: +41 mm 


- Favorable Rain-fed Agriculture Land 
1980-1981 season: 338 
Average of the last four seasons: 524 
Deficit or surplus: -36 percent 
Additional precipitation since 25 March: +117 m 


These additional amounts of rainfall are certainly going to improve conditions for 
pasturage and crops. 


Grain-growing Area and Breakdown by Type 


The amount of land sown with grain reached 4,270,000 hectares this season and is 
divided up as follows: 


Barley: 2,237,000 hectares, or 52.5 percent 
Durum wheat; 1,193,000 hectares, or 28 percent 
Soft wheat: 481,000 hectares, or 11 percent 
Corn: 361,000 hectares, or 8.5 percent 

Total: 4,272,000 hectares 


The Agricultural Season's Organization 
A comparison of the above data with those pertaining to the 1979-1980 season shows 
that the amount of land allocated for the four principal cereal grains remained at 


the same level as the previous season. 


The current agricultural season was marked by meticulous preparation in which all 
government departments concerned with the agriculture sector participated. 


This preparation was aimed at: 
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- Insuring favorable conditions for getting the season going and for providing 
farmers with production inputs in sufficient quantity, at reasonable prices, and 
in timely fashion; and 


- Taking best advantage of agricultural potential by working the soil early and 
sowing in timely fashion. 


These goals were met thanks to the collaboration of elected authorities who played 
a part in prodding along the season's unfolding activities and of the provincial 
agricultural development committees, chaired by the governors, which kept track 
of completing those operations at the regional level. 


At the national level, a ministerial commission periodically took care to analyze 
the information concerning the season's progression and to organize the distribu- 
tion of production inputs while trying, with the participation of representatives 
from the occupational groups concerned, to resolve problems which could not be 
solved at the local or provincial levels, 


1) Fertilizer 


The plan for supplying the country with fertilizer established by the Ministry of 
Agriculture and Agrarian Reform reckoned on an availability of 705,000 tons, which 
is 40 percent greater than the previous season's consumption, in order to avoid any 
shortage of fertilizer. This ambitious non-mandatory plan was aimed at breaking 
out of the pace of changing fertilizer consumption set during the 1975-1979 period, 
which did not increase more than 6 percent. 


At the same time, the fertilizer sector benefited from price stabilization and 
simplification of the procedure for granting aid for fertilizer usage. 


On 15 May 1981 actual fertilizer stocks reached 665,000 tons, which is 96 percent 
of the amount set by the program, while sales reached 483,000 tons, remaining at the 
same level where they were at the same point during the previous year. 


However, basic fertilizer recorded an 8 percent increase, while purchases of 
spreading devices experienced a drop of 30 percent because of the drought which 
characterized this season. 

A goal of the aforementioned activities undertaken by the Ministry of Agriculture 
and Agrarian Reform was to correct a situation of low fertilizer usage, given the 
role that that input has in improving productivity and consequently increasing pro- 
duction. 

2) Seeds 


The measures taken concerning seeds aimed to: 


- Improve availability of seed varieties in comparison with last year; 


- Lower the prices of choice seed varieties by reducing the disparity between their 
prices and those of ordinary seeds; 
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- Simplify the procedure for granting subsidies by making their level uniform and 
extending them to all farmers; 


- Let the farmers get choice seeds back at subsidy prices, the amount of the sub- 
sidy being paid directly to SONACOS [National Company for the Marketing of Seeds]; 


- Revise the subsidy levels for fodder crop seeds for both individual producers and 
cooperatives; and 


- Extend the distribution network for choice seed varieties, which network went from 
200 sales outlets in 1979-1980 to 260 in 1980-1981. 


These measures made it possible to raise the utilization level of choice seed 
varieties, as is shown by the following: 


A) Choice Seed Varieties of Cereal Grains 


Seed availability in this area reached 717,000 quintals as against 520,000 quintals 
for the previous season, which is an increase of 38 percent. 


Overall sales hit 541,000 quintals, 502,000 slated for growing regular grain crops 
and 39,000 for seed crops. 


Thus, the measures taken for this season bore fruit since there was an 80 percent 
increase in the number of seeds allowed back to farmers for growing regular crops 
as compared with last year. 

This increase in seed distributions is due in part to the increase recorded for 
sales of soft wheat seeds which were twice the number of those distributed the 
previous season. 

B) Choice Seed Varieties of Legumes 

There were 1,000 quintals available in this seed category. 


This amount of course remains low; although these seeds make it possible to in- 
crease yields by 25 percent, they are nonetheless not sought after by farmers. 


C) Fodder Crop Seeds 


The amounts of fodder crop seeds made available to farmers got up to 15,000 
quintals, 8,500 of them certified. 


D) Potato Seeds 
- For the early harvest sector: 8,000 tons of seeds were imported, 1,400 for 
growing seed potatoes. These amounts when added to (local) grenadine seed 


availability, which was up to 8,000 tons, made it possible to satisfy producer 
demand. 
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- For the regular harvest sector: seed availability reached 12,550 tons, about 
10,000 tons of which were sold commercially and the rest stored in refrigerated 
facilities. 


We would point out that national potato seed production has progressed as follows: 


1977-1978: 180 tons 
1978-1979: 757 tons 
1979-1980: 2,000 tons 
1980-1981: 12,000 tons 


E) Choice Beet Seeds 

The beet production program for the current season was carried out on the basis 
of what amounted to 10,480 quintals of imported seeds. We would point out that 
140 hectares have been laid out for beet seed crop cultivation. 


F) Oil-producing Plant Seeds 


- Sunflower seed availability for Moroccan cultivation amounts to 6,000 quintals 
and will make a 40,000-hectare program possible. 


- Cotton seed availability for Moroccan cultivation was 8,800 quintals while needs 
only amounted to 7,600 quintals. 


- Needs for soybean seeds will be met by importing 400 quintals. 


Thus we can say that thanks to the programs which have been carried out we have 
been able to meet all of our seed needs for the current season. 


3) Agricultural Equipment and Fuel 
In the area of agricultural equipment, the main provisions have consisted of: 


- Reducing tractor prices as of the beginning of 1981 by exempting them from 
TPS [expansion unknown]; 


- Granting farmers a subsidy for tractor acquisition at a level of 30 percent of 
price for cooperatives and 10 percent for individuals, 


In addition to these two measures, provision is made for: 
- Acquisition of more than 200 tractors per year starting in 1981 by the technical 
services of the Ministry of Agriculture and Agrarian Reform. The necessary credits 


for this undertaking have been provided for in the appropriations bill. 


Regarding fuel, the most important decision made during this season was for the 
diesel price increase not to apply to diesel used for agricultural purposes. 
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The procedure relating to this decision‘s implementation is already in place and is 
presently in the process of being jointly administered by offices of the Ministry 
of Agriculture and Agrarian Reform, the Interior Ministry and the Ministry of 
Finance. 


4) Agricultural Credit 


The current season was marked by a revision of the system of loans in order to 
adapt it to what was required for improving agricultural production. 


This revision was evidenced in increases in financing limits: 


- Seed production in cereal grains: 20 percent 

~ Regular cereal grain crops: 15-20 percent 

- Legume production: 20-30 percent 

- Fodder crop production: 10-20 percent 

~ Industrial market-gardening and oil-producing plant crops: 10 percent 

- Local market-gardening: 10 percent 

- Upkeep of olive trees, vineyards, and other plantation agriculture: 30 percent 
- Acquisition of draft animals: 17 percent 


- An increase of 20 percent in authorization ceilings for Regional Agricultural 
Credit Banks—-ceilings went from 150,000 dirhams to 180,000 dirhams for certain 
banks and from 200,000 dirhams to 240,000 dirhams for others 


- Endowment of Regional Agricultural Credit Banks with resources for financing 
agrarian reform cooperatives when urgent cases are involved or when thorough study 
is not needed 


- A 20 percent increase in the financing levels of Local Agricultural Credit Banks 


These provisions have made possible a 5 percent growth in the level of credits 
granted by the National Agricultural Credit Bank: those credits went from 750 
million between September 1979 and April 1980 to 785 million during the same period 
of the current season. 


This increase is the result of an increase in short-term credits which are meant to 
finance work relating to the growing season. These short-term credits went from 
431,000,000 to 475,000,000, which is up 10 percent, while a drop of 2.5 percent in 
medium-term credits was recorded since they went from 319 million to 311 million 
dirhams. 


Production Estimates 


It should be emphasized that production estimates are based on methodology set out 
long ago by the State Secretariat for Planning and Regional Development and by FAO 
and is part of the framework of the system of statistical surveys undertaken by the 
Ministry of Agriculture and Agrarian Reform. This method calls for choosing a 
sample, the results from which are subsequently extrapolated to the total land area 
in order to estimate the level of production. 
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To this end a study of the agricultural situation was done during the months of 
March and April. It focused on 969 douars [village-size administrative units] and 
involved 50,000 farmers. 


This process allowed the Ministry of Agriculture and Agrarian Reform to collect 
initial harvest estimates. Though the methods used were not rigorous and were 
subject to certain uncertainties which are characteristic of any statistical sur- 
vey, they made it possible to make approximate estimates of the volume of produc- 
tion, while results are being awaited from the agricultural survey's second stage 
which will be available in September after the harvests. 


This survey's initial stage is primarily aimed at estimating the areas sown with 
the major cereal crops--they have grown to 4,272,000 hectares this year (as I have 
already had occasion to point out). 


Thus, the production forecast for the 4 principal cereal crops is 21,000,000 quin- 
tals according to the statistical survey indicated above, which comes up with: 





- A sown area of 4,274,000 hectares; and 
- An average yield of 5 hectares [as published; “quintals per hectare"?] 


This season's level of production is only about 50 percent of last season's, a 
marked decline. Moreover, this season's level constitutes the lowest level of pro- 
duction recorded in the last 20 years except for the 1965-1966 season (14,700,000 
quintals). This drop is attributable to the decrease in yields (there has been no 
decrease in land areas), 


However, the amount of precipitation recorded after the end of the statistical 
survey, particularly in eastern Morocco and the zones favoring rain-fed agricul- 
ture, will allow for improvement in yields in all categories of cereal grains and 
their production might reach between 25,000,000 and 29,000,000 quintals. 


Early Harvest Fruits and Vegetables, and Citrus Fruits 


During this season production of early harvest fruits and vegetables hit 300,000 
tons, including 230,000 tons of tomatoes, 52,000 tons of potatoes, and 18,000 
tons of various vegetables. 





Exports amovated to 125,000 tons compared to the previous season's 150,000 tons, 
which was a drop of 1/7 percent. 


This drop in exports resulted from the effects of the frost on tomatoes and the 
effects of the drought and the lack of water for irrigation on potatoes. It was 
also caused by the increase in domestic demand for these items of produce along with 
remunerative prices. 


In spite of the drop in the quantities of early harvest fruits and vegetables ex- 


ported, the value of those exports reached the same level as it did last year thanks 
to improvements in world prices. 
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It is estimated that the production of citrus fruits this season will reach 
972,000 tons as against 1,037,000 tons last season, which is a 7 percent drop. 


Exports will probably amount to 680,000 tons compared with 768,000 tons last 
season, which is an 11.5 percent decline. 


In spite of this drop in the amounts exported, receipts from exports will reach 
160 billion centimes, which is the same level as last year's receipts. 


Sugar Crops 


Regarding sugar crops, I would like to emphasize that sugarbeet production wiil 
reach 2 million tons this season instead of last season's 2.2 million tons. 


On the other hand, sugarcane production has experienced a marked rise during this 
season, reaching 510,000 tons compared to 376,000 tons last season, which shows 
an advance of 26 percent. 


These quantities will make it possible to carry out a sizable amount of sugar pro- 
duction which should, in spite of this season's bad climatic conditions, reach 
320,000 tons compared with 335,000 tons last season. 


Livestock Output 


The livestock sector was affected this season by the drought situation experienced 
by our country, which had disastrous repercussions on cattlemen and sheep- 

raisers, as well as by the increase in costs experienced by agriculture in general, 
which was itself similarly affected. 


In spite of this situation, livestock output made advances as the following indi- 
cators show: 


Red Meat 


Red meat and variety meat output went from 215,000 tons in 1979 to 230,000 tons 
in 1980. Although this level of increase, which was estimated at 7 percent, 
could be considered a normal one, taking into account changes in this sector 

and efforts exerted to expand it, the recorded rise this season is not normal 
since it was caused by the increase in the supply of livestock butchered because 
of the drought. 


This abnormal increase is evidenced particularly by the increase of amounts of 
butchered lamb and mutton, an increase estimated at 41 percent over the previous 
year. This had direct repercussions on the selling prices of these meat products 
which declined from 18 to 15 dirhams in comparison with April 1980. 


Beef experienced a similar situation though it was less pronounced since the price 
went from 14.5 dirhams to 13 dirhams. 
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Poultry Meat 


Poultry meat output was recorded at 104,000 tons in 1980 as against 100,000 tons 
in 1979, which is an increase of only 4 percent compared to an increase of 10 
percent in 1979. This decline is the result of the substantial increases in costs 
of poultry production, particularly in feed prices, and all the more because the 
increased supply of red meat led to a drop in demand for poultry meat. 


For these reasons poultry meat output should decline 25 percent in comparison 
with the same period last year. 


Eggs 


Egg production reached the 615 million mark in 1980 as against 6 million in 1979, 
which is an increase of 2.5 percent. 


Milk 


Milk production went up to 780 million liters in 1980 compared to 730 million 
liters in 1979, thus recording a 7 percent increase. On the other hand, processed 
milk went up 1.7 percent. 


This slowdown in the production expansion of processed milk stems from problems 
which certain operations are having on the marketing level. 


Production Costs for Cereal Grains 


The costs of certain production inputs have risen appreciably during the current 
season. 


Thus: 


- The price of diesel fuel has increased by 50 percent, from 1.40 dirhams to 
2.40 dirhams a liter. 


- The agricultural guaranteed minimum wage has been raised by 20 percent as of 
May 1981 from 10.15 dirhams to 12.18 dirhams per day. 


These two increases have led to a rise in grain production costs. With respect 

to farming in which the land is worked with machinery, the effects of the diesel 
price increase range between 6.5 dirhams a quintal for corn to 1l dirhams a 
quintal for durum wheat. As for the effects caused by the increase as of May 1981 
in the agricultural guaranteed minimum wage, they vary between 4 dirhams a quintal 
for corn, cultivation being mechanized, and 8 dirhams a quintal for barley, the 
cultivation of which is carried out with traditional methods. 


These expense increases have required revision of the prices paid to grain pro- 


ducers in order to allow the latter to receive income likely to cover actual 
farming costs and to take out enough profit to meet their needs. 
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The Council of Ministers, regally presided over by His Majesty the King--may God 
grant him glory--met (Thursday 21 May) and set new grain prices as follows: (in 
dirhams per quintal) 


Durum wheat and soft wheat: 
New price is 135 
Old price was 125 
Barley and corn: 
New price is 96 
Old price was 92 


Financing for Marketing 


It was decided to earmark overall budgetary limitations of 1.2 billion dirhams 
for financing purchases by SCAM [expansion unknown], CMA [expansion unknown], 
SONACOS (which benefits from a government guarantee in its dealings with banking 
institutions), and the SCAM Association. 


Gentlemen, 


From this account it emerges that the agricultural sector has been affected by the 
adverse climatic conditions which have prevailed during this growing season. 

Since grain production and livestock were the hardest hit by the drought, it was 
decided to develop a specific program for these two sectors with a view to helping 
crop-raising and livestock-raising farmers to withstand the adverse effects of 
this situation and to get prepared to start the next season in better circunm- 
stances. 


Two months ago I already had the occasion to lay out the broad outlines of this 
program for you. 


With regard to other areas of agricultural activity: in spite of their vulnera- 
bility to adverse climatic conditions, the drop in production was less than fore- 
cast. 


His Majesty the King's Government is carefully following developments in the 
agricultural sector and is currently turning its attention to preparation for the 
next season, hoping that it will have better climatic conditions so that efforts 
undertaken in this sector will be profitable and agricultural development will 
be promoted, which development is constantly urged on us by His Majesty the King, 
Hassan II, may God grant him glory." 


9631 
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SYRIA 


BRIEFS 


TERRORIST'S MOVEMENTS NOTED--According to some [unnamed] Syrian political refugees, 
the terrorist Ramirez Sanchez, aka Carlos, is said to have been in recent contact 


with certain hardline Syrian secret services. [Text] [Paris LE POINT in French 
29 Jun 81 p 31] 


cso: 4319/7 
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UNITED ARAB EMIRATES 


PAPER URGES IRANIAN NATION TO UNITE 
GF0O11338 Ash-Shariqah AL-KHALIJ in Arabic 30 Jun 81 p l 
[Editorial: “Iran's Ordeal and the Need for Unity"] 


[Excerpts] What is now happening in Iran is worrisome. We are not only worried 
about a national revolution that shook the oppression of the greatest superpower, 
but also about the fact that the weakening of the national Iranian revolution 
may encourage the imperialists to once again do what they please in the entire 
Gulf region. 


In view of our Islamic affiliation, our good neighborly relations and our common 
desire for security and stability, we sincerely state that Iran could have pro- 
tected its march against unrest and could have prevented the shedding of blcod, 
which recently flowed both in the prisons as a result of numerous executions 

and in the streets 45 a result of clashes and blood fighting, however great the 
necessity for an anti-imperialiest march to consolidate the national unity 

begun by the revolution. 


Despite what happened, and the horrifying number of people who have been killed 
either by quick execui‘ons or by terrible explosions, revolutionary Iran can 
heal its wounds and compensate for its losses if, through real conviction, 

a single dceminating trend could emerge and if dialogue between the authorities 
in power and the national opposition could be resumed. 


The superpowers, whether Eastern or Western, will undoubtedly take advantage 
of the current iranian crisis of national wnity to achieve their own goals, 
threatening not only Iran but all of its neighbors in the Gulf region as 

well, It is hoped that this threat from the superpowers will urge the Iranians, 
who are faithful to their revolution, to put aside their hatred and join ranks 
to confront the superpowers waiting for the time of intervention. 


CsO: 4304/38 
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UNITED ARAB EMIRATES 


BRIEFS 


AMBASSADORS ' APPOINTMENTS--Abu Shabi, 29 Jun (GNA)--The UAE has decided to 
open an embassy in Rome next month. The Italian Government has agreed to the 
nomination of Nasir al-‘Abudi as UAE Ambassador to Italy. Al-'‘Abudi recently 
visited Rome to discuss necessary preparations for the opening of the embassy. 
The UAE Government also welcomed the nomination of Muhammad Mansur al-Hajiri 
as Qatar's ambassador to the UAE and the nomination of Amir Gulistan Janjua 

as Pakistan's ambassador to the UAE. [Text] [JN291016 Doha QNA in Arabic 

0955 GMT 29 Jun 81 JN] 


CSO: 4304/38 END 
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